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IK ADVERTISEMENT. 
RF: ig Tetters are only part of a much larger 
collection. It is not material to inform the reader 


— what menns they fell into the editor's hands; however, 
- In juſtice to himſclf, 14 


de violates no private right by making them 


They were entruſted to bie wich a full 
of them as he ſhould judge proper 


power of 
he has ſent 


© + out theſe as an effay of Os froaiments of the wards: nod 


the which they ſhall meet with, will determine 
n II 3 
Engliſh has hitherto kept pretty 

eee e in te . eee way, which have ſo 
ridiculouſiy loaded that nation: the 
„ pede Mera in 
ding to the number, unleſs he might be thought to con- 
F 
duQtions of this 

The author of theſe letters was deſcended from a very 
antient and illuftrious z the founder of which is ſaid 
to have been the famous earl Fitzoſborne who attended 
William the Conqueror when he invaded England. He 
was honoured by the late king with a conſiderable em- 
yment: but he ſoon (for reaſons which the reader will 
in the twentieth letter of this collection] gave up all 
publick bufineſs, and retired into the country, where he 
continued to the time of his death. He left only one ſon, 
who furvived him but a few months; by which means 
the family became extint. The birth of this ſon put an 
end ſome few years before to the life of his lady, whom 
the editor has diſtinguiſhed by the name of Cleora. 

Theſe letters are thrown together juſt as they occured, 
without ſcrupulouſly obſerving to place them in a regular 
ſucceſſion ; tho* there is above twenty years diſtance be- 
tween the earlieſt and the lateſt of them. In all other re- 
ſpetts the editor hath faithfully diſcharged his truft, and 

them juſt as they came to his Hands ; excepting 

only, that as he could not obtain permiſſion to make uſe 
of the real names of thoſe perſons to whom they were ori- 
1 he has inſerted imaginary ones in their 
thought it better to ſend them into the world 
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of the drama muſt for ever remain a ſecret to him. 
Adieu, I am, &. 8 


LETTER Il. Ts Clytander. 


F I had been a party in the converfation you men- 
tion, I ſhould bave joined, I believe, with your 
friend in ſupporting thoie ſentiments you ſeem to con- 
demn. I will venture indeed to acknowledge that I 
have long been of opimon, the moderns pay too 
blind a deference to the ancients ; and though I have 
the higheſt veneration for ſeveral of their remains, 
yet I am inclined to think they have occaſioned us the 
lofs of ſome excellent originals. They are the proper 
and beſt guides, | allow, to thoſe who have not the 
force to break out into new paths But hilft it is 
thought ſuſicient praiie to be their followers, genius 
i checked in her flights, and many a fair tract lies un- 
diſcovered in the boundleſs regions of imagination. 
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tration which is neceflary to render a man a complete 
adept in this moſt noble ſcience, but as an incitement 


te you to employ your fſkill in attempting the ſolution. 
—And now, Timoclea, what will your grave friend 
fay, who reproached you, it ſeems, for pow c_ 
genius, when he ſhall find you are thus able 

— 2 — the loſty examples of kings, 
commentators, and poets? I am, &c. 


LETTER VI. Ts Philotes. 


Nov. 12, 1714. 
A MONG all the advantages which attend friend- 
ſhip, there is not one more valuable than the 


though at the ſame time it mult be acknowledged, there 
are few to whom one may ſafely be communicative. 
Have I not reaſon then, to eſteem it as one of the moiſt 


defirable circumftances of my life, that I dare, without 


or danger, bind aloud to Philotes ? It is meer- 


are certain ſeaſons, perhaps, in every man's life when 


he is diſſatisſied with himſelf and every thing around 
him, without being able to give a ſubſtantial reaſon for 
being ſo. At 


I am unwilling to think, that this 


leaſt 
dark cloud, — — — 1 


2 of being pleaſed. But my 


— gs A, philoſophy ; . 
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find it much eafier to point out my diſtemper, 
remove K. — i _— 


conkfdera-. 
— — 


than thoſe of matter 3 and that a page of Seneca can 
not raiſe the ſpirits, when a pint of claret will ? It mig 
methinks, ſomething abate the inſolence of human pride. 
to conſider, that it is but increaking or deminithing the 
of certain fluids in the animal machine, d 

late the foul with the gayeſt hopes, or fink her into the 
deepeſt deſpair; to depreſs the hero into a coward, or 
advance the coward into a hero. It is to fome fuch 
mechanical cauſe I am inclined to attribute the pre- 
ſent gloomineſs of my mind : at the fame time I will 
confeſs, there is ſomething in that very conſideration. 
8 CS 
more difficult to throw off. For tell me, is it not 

a diſcouraging refleftion to find one's ſelf /erwile (as 
Shakeſpear expreſe ie 0 every fir influence, and the 
ſport of every paltry atom; to owe the eaſe of one's 
miad nt oly 10th Gſpatrion of one's own body, bus 
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LETTER VII. Ts Cleora. 


Aug. 1, 1719. 


7 THIN k, Cleora, you are the trueſt female 
mit, | ever knew. N ie ot 
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4 LETTER VM. 
menſions ; perhaps even more ſo. The Millepedes ; 
for inſtance, rolls. itſelf round, upon the ſlighteſt touch, 
FEES hang. her horns upon the leaſt ap- 
th of your hand. Are not theſe the ſtrongeſt in- 
of :heir ſenfibilicy ? and is it any evidence of 
— — induced to treat them 
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| t N 5 Wert 4 nes 
Feb. 1, 1716. 


Love how much I truſt to your good · nature 
'R and your judgment, whilſt I am the only perſon, 


pon you from all quarters, 1 
be more agreeable to you, as well as 
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Such is our pride, eur folly, or eur fete, | 
That few, but thoſe cube cannot write, tranſlate. 
But Mr. Pope ſeems in moſt places to have been in- 
ſpired with the fame fublime ſpirit that arimates his 
original; as he often takes fire from a fingle hint in his _ 
author, and blazes out even with a ſtronger and bright- * 
1 1 


— 
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Euſtathius, it ſeems, eſtecmed the molt beautiful night 
piece that cuuld be found in poetry. If I am not 


greatly miſtaken, bane, © Gn. proves. 2 Fee 


of vapour. 
Jas liding mi the duſty ficlds in uad 
To e pats Hy. ary miduight fade : 
While fearce — tir deg cs org, 
Loft and cor fus'd amidft the thicken'd day: 
| Soqurapt in goth ring dujft the Grecian 


3 — 


2 b 
Pregnant with plagues, and bedding ſeeds of death, 
Beneath the rage of burning Sirius riſe, 


Cboa l the parch'd earth, — blacken all the fties ; 
br juch a cloud the g ad. frem combat driuꝰ u, 

High eder the dufly wubir {wind ſcules the bea. 
There is a deicription in the eighth book which 
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LETTER XI. 
3 graceful when worked up 


bal then, © tyrant of th ethereal plain, 

HE: wy labours, and my beyes be vain? 
3 llios with alarms, 
23 to 

1 immartal comers feares the labour bore. 
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tad foftly i bing from the loom withdrew, 
Her handmaids — wait 


OO 
* | Thoſe exprefſions of ſpeed and impetuoſity 


which OC- 


ur ſo ofien in the original lines, vis. audhez—agpale— 
ar} e as De ne bene fafficient, one ould have 
to have guarded a tranflacor from: falling inte 
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an impropriety of this kind. 
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at the ſame time 
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concluded, that it is his deſign 
Still, however, you urge. That by putting 
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to your own exiſtence here, you only alter the modi. 


be, and indeed moſt probably are, 
igher rank of creatures; now phi 
to determine that thoſe connections may not 


be dif- 


concerted by premature!y quitti preſent manhon. 
1 in human na- 
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he obſerves 
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For, 
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r whicb ets exty few Ganbells (2Y 
generous principles? Adr. Fam, ** 4 


LETTER-XVI To the fame. 


'2 


Wu 1 mentioned —é 

— writer, I rather hoped 

my ſentiments reflected back with aclearer hght by yours; 
> you would have called upon me to explain 
— | cxty — dycecbin. To confefs. 
the truth, I know not whether, after all that can be faid © 
illuſtrate this uncommon quahiy. it maſt not at laſt be ce- 
folved into the poet's ee monfirare . . 
In caſes of this kind, where 


to co 
— — certain per- 
——  —— CET It conſiſts not only in 
the particular beauty of fingle parts, but arifes from the 
general ſymmetry and conſtruction of the whole. An 
author may be juſt in his ſentiments, lively in his figures, 
and clear in his expreſſion; yet may have no claim to be 
admitted into the rank of finiſhed writers. Thoſe ſeveral 
members mutt be fo agreeably united as mutually to re- 
fi-& beauty upon each other: their muſt be 
fo happily diſpoſed as not to admit of the leaſt 
tions without maniteſt prejudice to the entire piece. The 
thoughts, 1 the diction 


ſhould appear eaſ) and natural, and ſeem to ariſe like ſo 
many ſpontaneous productions, rather than as the lies. 
of art or labour. 
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ferved her from that fatal rock of all female 
the imper:inent oftentation of it: and the thinks a reſarve 
in this article as an effential part of that modeſty which i 
the ornament of her fex. I have heard her obſerve, 

! acquired endowments of the female mi 
perſon, where it may be fufhcient 
| to follow the example of the virgin de- 


thoſe of her company. IC : $443 A 
Her refined ſenſe and extenſive knowledge has not, 
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upon a gentle riſe, 
which commands: a ſhort, though agreeable view, of about | 
three miles in circumference. - This is bounded on the | 
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lexander, of his extravagancies, for that generous 
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There ſeems, indeed, to be ſomething in pod | 
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is not Milton's Paradiſe loſt more 
than Raphael's cartoons? 
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of the reward of trach. I am, &c. 
May 28, 1729. 
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There was a time however (and it was a period of the 
trueſt refinements) when an excellence of this kind was 


eſteemed in the number of the politeſt ; 
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Several Subjects. 


BY THE LATE 
Sir Tuomas Firzozmorns, Bart. 


To which is added, 

(Tranſlated by the fame Hand) 

A Dialogue upon Oratory : 
attributed to Qin, LIAN. 
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| To CLyYTANnDER. 
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thoſe high conceits which are ſuggelted en- 
thuſiaſm, contribute not only to the pleaſure and per- 


LETTER MV. 


3 
eſt colours, they would generally, wear an 
appearance too contemptible to excite L 

Weary'd wwe ſhould lie down in death, 
This heat of 3 
thought fame an empty breath, 
Tn but a perjur d whore. Prior. 


In a word, this enthuſiaſm for which I am pleading, 
is a beneficent enchantreſs, who never exerts her ma- 
Er 
iendly ſpells in order to raiſe imaginary beauties, or 
to improve real ones. The worſt that can be faid of 
ker is a kind deceiver and an obliging flatterer. Let 
me conjure you then, good Clytander, not to break 
up her uſeful 8 thus ſurround us 
on every ſide; r harmleſs deceptions in 
mere charity to mankind. I am, &c. 


LETTER XLV. 


7 PHILOTES. 


F Should not have ſuffered fo an interval to in- 
terrupt our correſpondence, if my expedition to 
Euphrocius had not wholly employed me for theſe 
lait fix weeks. I had promiſed to fpend fome 
time with him before he embarked with his regiment 
for Flanders; and as he is not one of thoſe Hudi- 
braltick heroes who chooſe to run away one day, that 
they may hve to fight another; I was unwilling to 
truſt the opportunity of ſecing him to the very preca- 
rious contingency of his return. The high enjoy- 
ments he leaves behind him, might indeed be a pledge 
to his friends that his caution would at leaſt be equal 
to his courage, if his notions of honour were leſs ex- 
quiſitely delicate. * 1 4mman ads, 4 
2 


1144 


JH 


241 

TE 

110 *L3 
Ja 


An I 
bye 11 111 


1475 
e 
in 
2 
Rel 
Rh 7 
7 il 


ol 


141 
E 


deundit 
3 cer + s by 

a glorious ſcope to genius ; probably fa us, 
in due time with forme produttion* which nike be 
mentioned with thoſe of the moſt cclebrated ſchools. 


1481 your gen-rous 
is now forming his by the nob!ck models in 


' Good Hearn | that fots and hnaves fbould be fo vain, 
To ao their wile reſemblance may remain: 
And ftand recorded at their cen requeſt, 
To future tines @ libel or a ja. 


5 Y 
than folid, and owing 


6 LETTER XLVI. 

chc ſen collection of the portrait kind, and comparing 
the mind of a favourite character, as it was either ex- 
preſſed 0: concealed in its exte: nal lineaments. I here 
is ſomething likewiſe extremely animating in theſe 
livel tions of celebrated merit; and it was 


an ation of one of the Scipio's, that he could 


never view the figures of his anceſtors, without finding 
his boſom glow with the moſt ardent pathon of imi- 
tating their deeds. However, as the days of exem- 
plary virtue are now no more, and ue are not, 

of us, diſpoſed to tranſmit the moit inflaming 

to future times ; it would be but prudence, methinks, 
if we are reſolved to make poſterity acquainted with 
the perſons of the preſent age, that it ſhould be by 
viewing them in the actions of the paſt. Adieu. 
am, &c. | 
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July 4, 1719. 
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conv ulſions ill regulated policy ? at we can fel; 
— 2 them with reſpe& to foreign 


the utmoſt abborrence and in- 


wy 
article of their triumphs. 
time, that had the ſanction of 
pd — — Bacchus, or (as 
{aac ) the Egyptian Seſoſtris, 
— om is Indian ay —— 4 
initance this ungenerous X 
though bis divinity was confeſſed in many other parts 
of the world; his example does not feem to nave 
find it copied out in all its inſo- 


any former 
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: LETTER IVI. 
territories of a commonwealth, and reftoring thoſe it 
has loft, as between the at᷑tdal conferring of a benefit, 


and the mere repelling of an injury. It was but of a 
Piece, indeed, that a ceremon conducted in defiance 


„ What t 9 
f we conſider Paulus Emilius is conqueſt of 
Macedonia, making his publick entry into Rome, at- 


cud by the collate Porthos and db infant fa- 
mily ; and at the fame time refle& upon our Black 
Prince when he paſſed through London with his 
royal captive, after the glorious battle of Poiftiers ; 
we cannot fail of having the proper fentiments of a 
Roman triumph. What generous mind who ſaw the 
Roman conſul in all the giddy exattation of unfeeling 
, but would rather (as to that fingle circum- 
lance ) have been the Perſeus than the tri- 
emphant Emilius? There is fomething indeed in 
diltrefs that refleQs a fort of merit upon every object 
which is ſo fituated, and turns off our attention from 
— that ſtain even the moſt vitious cha- 
— the inſtance of which I am 
* % monarch was overlooked in 
— and a TpeAacle fo affecting 

— joy bf even in u Roman breaſt. 
For Plutarch aſſures us, when that worthleſs, but un- 
happy, n with his two 
fons and a daughter, ma amidft the train of 
; nature was tco hard far cuſtom, and many 

of the ſpect. tors melted into a flood of tears. But with 
what 2 generous tenderneſs did the Britiſh hero con- 
duct himſelf wpon an occaſion of the ſame kind? He 
employed all the artful addrefs of the molt refined hu- 
manity to conceal from his unhappy priſoner every 
— — that could remind him of his diſgrace ; and the 
pomp that was diſplayed upon this occaſion, 
appeared fingly as intended to ligten the weight of 
his micfortunes, and to do honour to the vanquiſhed 
monarch. 
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that could not carry him tlrough the eaſieſl propoſi- 
| Lun 
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; he has a found and excellent under- 
joined to a refined and exquiſite taſte. 
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etiam wrrum ſangummem 
imſelf ill by always endeavouring to expreſs 
better. His reading cannot fo 
——̃ — Fo 
rather enlarged, than 's mi 
His temper is as fingular as his genius, 
miſtaken by thoſe who only 
ittle. If you were to judge of him by his 
appearance, you would beheve him inca 
the more delicate ſenſations : nevertheleſs, 
rough and boiſterous behaviour, he conceals a heart 


75 
fall 
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1 


preſſion on a mind of leſs exquiſite feelings. This ex- 
treme ſenſibility in his temper influences his 
tions as well as his actions, and he hovers between va- 
rious hypotheſes without ſettling upon any, by givi 
importance to thoſe minuter difficulties which 
not be ſtrong enough to ſuſpend a more active and vi- 
gorous mind. Ina word, Varus is in the number of 
thoſe whom it is impoiũble not to admire or not to 
deſpiſe ; and at the {ame time that he is the eſteem of 
all his friends, he is the cont-mpt of all his acquaint- 
ance. Adieu. I am, &c. 
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de d aoxiliary, in the debate you 

was it fot e 

— 22 you were willing, perhaps, 
of a victory which you had 


» That can only be known by 
the great author of nature, who comprehends the full 
extent of our total exiftence, and underſtands the in- 
fluence which every particular circumſtance will have 
in the general ſum of our happineſs. But though the 

iar points of divine interpoſition are thus neceſ- 
and from the natural imperfection of our diſ- 
cerning faculties, extremely dubious ; yet it can by 
no means from thence be juſtly inferred, that the 
doctrine of a particular providence is either yore. 


LETTER XLVIIE : 


DDr 
1GATLIN oi it to any given 
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particular exerci 
power. But this d 

requires much 
The grand prin- 

the univerſe in all 
gravity, or that property by 
matter mutually tend to 

a power which, it is ac- 

hut 

ly derived from the action of ſome 


immaterial cauſe, Why therefore may it not reaſon- 
ably- be ſuppoſed to be the effect of the divine agency, 
immediately and conſtantly operating for the r= 
vation of this wonderful machine of nature? . 


give 
pheenomenon, by means of his ſubcil zther, has not 
afforded univerſal ſatisſaction: and it is the opinion 
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have lived any time in the world, but have found 
frequent occaſions to ſay with the poor hunted ſtag 


* 


If we look back upon the ſentiments of paſt 
ſhall find, the opinion for which I am 


names in antiquity. Xenophon tells us, when Cyrus 
led out his army inſt the Aſſy rians, the word 
which he give to his foldiers, was, ZEYE EXYMMAXOE 
KAI HTEMQN, * Jupiter the defender and conduc- 
* tor: and he repreſents that prince as attributing 
ſucceſs even in the ſports of the field, to divine pro- 
vidence. Thus likewiſe, Timoleon (as the author 
of his lite aſſures us) believed every action of man- 


kind to be under the immediate influence of the Gods ; 
and Livy remarks of the firſt Scipio Airicanus, that 
he never undertook any important affair, either of 


private 


LETTER XLVII. 3 

or ic concern, without going to the 
g o ade Ke f. AE er 
Balbus the Stoick, in the dialogue on the nature of 
the gods, expreſsly declares for a particular provi- 
dence ; and Cicero himſelf, in one of his orations, 
imputes that ſuperior glory which attended the Ro- 
man nation, fingly to this animating periuafion. But 
none of the ancients ſeem to have had a ſtronger im- 


ſhould accept the challenge of Hector, the de- 
ſcribes the army as lifting up their eyes and to. 


Dee wal, n Aiaila XMaxiw, » T view, 
H ares facie wonuxgsoue Mbh, e | 
fo likewiſe Antenor propoſes to the Trojans the refti- - 
tation of Helen, as having no hopes, he tells them, 
that any thing would ſucceed with them after they 
had the faith of treaties : ' 
— , x4 7 
PTevrapemrs n νjEuüqĩa mw U % Ts xighe naw 
EAmopuces exliAccodas b. | 


* The people pray with lifted exes and hands, 
And wins like theſe aſcend from all the bands : 
Grant, thou A ui hty, in who/e hands is fate, 
A worthy champion for the Grecian flate : 
This task let Ajax or Tydides pr ove, 

Or he, the king of Kings, bei by Fave. 


b The ties of faith, the rorn ail: ance brake, | 
Our impicus battles the juſt Gids provate, Pore. 
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And indeed Homer hardly ever mak es Nis heroes ſue- 
ceed (as his excellent tranſlator juſily obſerves| unleſs 
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and into the mouths of his greateſt 
and ＋ every occaſion. ” L 
_ Upon | 
that the 
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ich affords ſo firm a 
thoſe ſeaſons wherein ſhe ſtands moit in need of 

fiſlance, merely becauſe it is not poſſible, in queſtions 
of this kind, to folve every difficulty which attends 
them. If it be highly conſonant to our general no- 
tions of the benevolence of the Deity (as Eighly con- 


own precarious faculties ; who would abandon a be- 
lief i full of the moſt enliveni =" 
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is, the belief of a particular providence is 
imating perſuaſion that the mind of man 
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the regi darkneſs and ſorrow. I am, &c. 
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LETTER XLIX. ug 
he would be to the ridicule, not only of the 
criticks, but of the molt ordinary mechanick in Pa- 
ris. For the idiom of the French tongue will not ad- 
mit of the ex for ba rive ds flewve, but re- 


ting - 
ment, (if any be ſhould have) he muſt bend 
his ſentiment to his eſhon, as he is not athberty 
to ſtrike out tone ac inde 


— 
which be derives from himſelf, and which is 
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let us meaſure back the fy ; 
nymphs alone may well ſupply 
Har | 


You ſee to what ient ſolitude has reduced me, 
when I am thus forced to ſtring rhymes, as boys do 
in order to while away my idle hours. 
But a gayer ſcene is, I truſt, approaching, and the 
day will ſhortly, I hope, arrive, when I ſhall only 
complain that it ſteals away too faſt. It is not from 
— 1 th ho which ſurround me, 
that I expect this wondrous change ; nor yet that a 
longer familiarity will render them more agreeable. 
It is from a promiſe I received, that Amaſia will viſit 
the hermit in his cell, and diſperſe the gloom of a ſo- 
litaire by the chearfulneſs of her converiation. What 
inducements fhall I mention to prevail with you to 
hatten that day ? ſhall I tell you, that I have a bower 
over-arched with jeſſamin? that I have an oak which 
is the favourite haunt of a dryad? that I have a 
tation which flouriſhes with all the verdure of May, 
in the midſt of all the cold of December ? a 

not 
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1 ſomething e prevailing 
that | have « heart nde fm. 
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you are not willing I ſhould yet 
N it ſeems, have my 
De it then as my friend re- 


_ — 
of fimilitude that attend them. By this 
means eloquence exerciſes a kind of 
the can raiſe innumerable beauties from 


* See Vol. I. Let. XXIV. 
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LETTER IL 25 
which the ingenious architect hath _—_—_— in the 
act of vomiting out the rain, which falls through cer- 
tain pipes moit judicioufly ſtuck in their mouths tor that 

e. Mr. Addiſon recommends a method of trying 
the propriety of a metaphor, by drawing it out in viſible 
repreſentation. Accordingly, I think this curious con- 
cert of the builder might be employed to the advantage 
of the youth in tzat univerſity, and ferve for as proper 
an illuſtration of the abſurdity of the poet's image, as 
that antient picture which /Elian mentions, where Ho- 
mer was figured wich a ftream running from his mouth, 
and a groupe of poets lapping it up at a diſtance. 

But belides a certain decorum which is r-quifite to 
conſtitute a perſect metaphor, a writer of true taſte and 
genius will always ſingle out che moſt obvious images, 
and place them in the molt unobſerved points of reſem- 
blance. Accordingly, all alluſions which point to the 
more abſtruſe branches of the arts or ſciences, and with 
which none can be ſuppoſed to be acquainted but thoſe 
who have gone far into the deeper ttudies, ſhould be 
careſully avoided, not only as pedaniick,. but imperu- 
nent; as they pervert the ſingle uſe of this fgure, and 
add neither grace nor force to the idea they would elu- 
cidate The molt pleatng m2tapho: 5 therefore are thoſe 
which are derived from the more frequent occurrences 
of art or nature, or the civil crantactions und cuſtoms of 
mankind. Thus how expreſſive, yet at the fame ime 
bow ſamiliar, is that image which Otway has put into 
the mouth of Metellus, in his piay of Catus Marius, 
where he calls vulpitius | 


That m wild but! whom Mains [ts boſe 
Or each 2ccafion, hon ne Rome feed him, 
Ta tojs our law: and liberties ith" air. 


But I never met with a more agreeable, or a more 
fignificant allukon; than one in Quintus Curtius, which 
i borrowed from the moſt ordinary objet in common 
life. Tae author repreſcats Craterus as dulnading Alex- 
ander from coutmnung his Iad an expc uon, againt 

Vor. II. enemies 


26 LETTER II. 
enemies too contemptible, he tells him, for the 
of his arms, and concludes his ſpeech with the 4 
ing beautiful thought: Cito gloria objale ſeit in fordidis 
Biba ; nec quidguam indig nius off quam conſumi cam ubi 
nom poteſt oſtendi. Now I am got into Latin quotations, 
I cannot forbear mentioning a moſt beautitul paſſage 
un I lately had the pleaſure of reading, and which 
wl venture to uce as equal :o any thing of the 
fame kind, eith fog modern compoſition. I 
met with it in the ſpeech of a youny orator, to whom [ 
have the happineſs to be related, and who will one 
day, I perſuade myſelf, prove as great an honour io his 
country, as he is at preſent to that learned ſociety of 
which he is a member. He is ſpeaking of the writings 
of a celebrated prelate, who received his education m 
that famous ſeminary to which he belongs, and diſtin- 
guiſhes all that author's performances, by the following 
Juit and pleafing aſſemblage of diction and imagery : 
In quodcunque opus ſe parebat, (& per omnia ſane verſatile 
illius ſe duxit irgenium) neſcio qua luce fibi jolt propria, 
id iiluminavit ; haud diffimili ei aue Titiani radio, qui 
per totam tabulam gliſceus cam were ſuam denunciat. As 
there is nothing more entertaining to the imayination 
than the productions of the fine arts; there is no kind 
of ſimilitudes or metaphors which are in general more 
ſtriking, than thoſe which allude to their properties and 
effect. It is with great judgment therefore that the 
ingenious author of the dialogue concerning the decline 
of eloquence among the Romans, recommends to his 
orator a general acquaintance with the whole circle of 
the polite arts. A knowledge of this ſort furniſhes an 
author with illuſtrations of the moſt agreeable kind, 
and ſets a gloſs upon his compoſitions that enlivens them 
with ſingular grace and ſpirit. 
Were I to point out the beauty and efficacy of meta- 
phoric al language, by particular inſtanccs, 1 ſhould ra- 
ther draw my examples from the moderns than the an- 
tients; the latter being ſcarcely, I think, ſo exact and 
delicate in this article of compoſition, as the former. 
The great improvements indeed in natural N 
hic 
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which have been made in theſe later ages, have opened 


a vein of metaphor entirely unknowa to the ancients, 
and enriched the fancy of modern wits with a new ſtock 
of the molt pleaſing ideas: a circumftance which maſt 
give them a very conſiderable 2 over the Greeks 
and Romans. I am fure at leaſt of all the writings with 
which I have been converſant, the works of Mr. Addi- 
ſon will alford tae mod abundant ſupply of this kind, 
in all its variety and perfecion. Truth and beauty of 
imagery is indeed his cllaracteriſtical diſtinction, and the 
priuc pal poĩat of eminence he raiſcs his ſtyle above 
that of every author in any language that has fallen 
within my notice. He is every where Meal figurative ; 
yet at the ſame time he is the molt caſy and perſpicuous 
writer I have ever peruſed. The reaton is, his images 
are always taken from the moſt na:ural and familiir ap- 
pearances ; as they are choſen with the utmoſt delicacy 
and judgment. Suffer me only to mention one out of a 
thouſand { could name, as it appear: io me the ſineſt and 
moiſt expreſſive that ever languag coaveyed. It is in 
one of nis inimi able papers upon 2.aitclot, where 
he is taking notice of thote ca nges in nature which the 
author of that truly divine poem defcrives as immediate- 
ly ſucceeding the fall. * o her prodigies, Mil- 
ton repreſents the ſun in an eclipie, and at the fame 
time a brigut cloud in the weſtern region of the heavens 
deſcending with a band of angels. Mr Addon, in 
order to ſhew his author's art and judgment in the con- 
duct and diipoſition of this iuLl ne ic2nery, obſerres, 
the whole theatre of Nature is 4a + , that this glo- 
* rigus machine may appear in all i e and numgni- 
„ ficence.” I now not Oronics, whether you will 
agree in ſentiment with me; but aw at a loſs which to 
admire molt upon this occaſion, the get or the critick., 
There is a double beauty in images ui kind wien 
they are no. only metaphors but ali.fions. I was 
much pleaſed with an inſlance f uncem ion ſpe- 
cies, in a little poem entitled 2⁰⁰ p/n Fre inhor of 


that piece (Who has throyn terer more ori, inal 
thou. hts than TI ever read in the ſawe con:rals of lines) 
C 2 ipeaking 


Throw but a flone, the giant dies. 


You will obſerve, Orontes, that the metaphor here is 
_ conceived with great propriety of thought, if we conſi- 
der it only in its a_— | view ; but when we fee it 
pointing ſtill farther, hinting at the of David 
and Goliah, it receives a very con improve- 
ment from this double application. 

It muſt be owned, ſome of the authors, both 
antient and modern, have made many remarkable ſlips 
in the of this figure, and have ſometimes 

ed themſelves with as much impropriety as an 
honeft failor of my acquaintance, a captain of a priva- 
teer, who wrote an account to his owners of an engage- 
ment. in which he had the good fortune, he told 
them, of having only one of his hangs ſhot through 
* the xc.” The great caution therefore ſhould be, 
never to join any idea to a figurative expreſſion, which 
wovld not be applicable to it in a literal ſenſe. Thus 
Cicero, in his treatiſe de claris arateribut, ſpeaking of 
the family of the Scipios, is guilty of an improprie:y of 
this kind: O genero/am flirpem ſuys he) et tanquam in 
mam arborem plura genera, fic in iſtam domum multorum 
inſi am atque illuminatam ſapier!iam. Mr. Addiſon, like- 
wiſe, ha fallen into an error of the ſame ſort, where he 
obſerves, there is not a ſiugle view of human nature, 
« which is no* ſufficient to -xtingu;/f the ſceas of pride.” 
In this pailage he evidently unites images together, 
which have no connection with each other. When a 
ſeed has loſt its power of vegetation, I might in a me- 
tayhorical ſenſe ſay it is extingu;ed : but when in the 
ſame ſenſe I call that diſpoſition of the heart which pro- 
duces pride, the ſëe of that paſſion, I cannot, without 
mireducing a conf ifion of ideas, apply any word to 
fect, but what correſponds wich its real properties or 


Circumktances. 
| Another 
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Another miſtake in the uſe of this figure is, when 
different 1 are crowded too cloſe upon each other, 
or (to expreſs myſelf after Quintilian) when a ſentence 
ſets out with ſtorms and tempeits, and ends with fire 
and flames. A judicious reader will obſerve an mpro- 
priety of this Kind in one of the late effiys of the ini- 
mitable author laſt quoted, where he te.is us, that 
„women were fo med to temper mankind, not o ſet 
* an edge upon their mind, and hsv up in them thoſe 
* which are too apt to riſe of their own ac- 
« cord Thus a celebrated orator, ſpeaking ot that 
little blackening ſpirit in mankind. which is fond of 
diſcovering ſpots in the brighteſt c.araters ; remarks, 
that whe». perſons of this caſt of temper have mentioned 
any virtue in their neighbour, © 1: 15 well, if to bal- 
« lance the ni-tter they do no: clap ſome fault into the 
« oppotite fcale, that fo the enemy may nt go off with 
e colours.” Dr. Swift alto, lad ityle is the 

and ſimple of any of our claffick writers, and 
who not ſeem in general very fond of the figurative 
manner, is not always tree from cenſure in his manage- 
ment of the metaphorical language. In his eſfay on 
the Dillentions of Athens and Rome, fpeaking of the 
e, he takes notice, that © though in their cor- 
rupt notions of divine worſhip, they are apt to mul- 
« tiply their gods, yet their earthly devotion is ſeldem 
paid to above one idal at a time, whoſe oar they pull 
« with leſs murmuring and much more ſkill, than when 
they ſhare the /ading, or even hold the helm. The 
moſt injudicious writer could 12 bave fallen in- 
to a more abſurd ĩnconſiſtency of metaphor, than this 
eminent wit has inadvertently been betrayed into, in 
this paſſage. For what connection is there between 
worſhipping and rowing, and who ever heard before of 
pulling the gar of an idol? 
As there are certain 


which are common to 
of ſo delicate a nature 
from one nation into ano- 
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as it requires judgment to diſtinguiſh when it may, 
and — be dined with propriety and ele- 
gance. The want of this neceſiary diicernment has led 
the common race of tranſlators into great abſurditics, 
and is one of the principal reaſons that performance: of 
this kind are generally ſo infipid. What ſtrange work, 
for inftance, would an injudic ous interpreter make with 
the following metaphor in Homer: 


Nes vag wasn mw ig wala ars. II. X. 173. 


But Mr. Pope, by artfully dropping the particular 
image, yet retaining tue general idea, has happily pre- 
ſerved the ſpirit of his author, and at the ſame time hu- 
moured the different taſte of his own country men: 


Each ſingle Greek in this concluſive rife, 
Stands on the ſharpett edge of death or life. 


And now, Orontes, do you not think it high time to be 
diſmiſſed from this fairy land ? Permit me, however, 
juſt to add, that this Fgure, which caſts fo much light 
and beauty upon works of genius, ought to be entirely 
baniſhed from the feverer compoſitions of philoſophy. 
It is the buſineſs of the latter to ſeparate reſemblances, 
not to find them, and to deliver her difcoveries in the 
plaineſt and moſt un ornamented expreſſions. Much dif- 
pute, 2nd perhaps, many errors, might have been avoid- 
ed, if metaphor had been thus confined within its proper 
limits, and never wandered from the regions of elo- 
quence and poetry. Iam, &c. 
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Toa PhHtlD1iPPbUs. 


May 1, 1725. 
Tf that friend of yours, whom you are deſirous to add 

to the number of mine, were endued with no o her 
quality 
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quality than the la't you mentioned in the catalogue of 
his virtues; I ſhould eſteem his acquaintance as one of 
my moſt valuable privileges. When you aſſured me, 
therefore, of the gene ofity of his diſpoſition, I want- 
ed no additifnal motive to embrace your propoſal of 
joining him and you at * *. To fay truth, I conſider 
a generous mind as Ce nobleſt work of the creation, and 
am perſuaded, hg ever it reſides, no cal merit can be 
wanting. It i perhaps the moſt ſing a of all the mo- 
ral endowments: 1 am fre at call, it is often irapvied 
where it cannot juſſy be cla ed. I he meaneſt ſelf- 
love, nude tome r ii difguite, frequently paſles op- 
on com on ob ver for this godlike principle; aud I 
have known niany u popular action attributed to this 
motive, when ic flywed from no higher forrce than 
the ſuggeſtions of concealed vanity. Goou nature, as 
it hata many .catures in common with this virtue, is 
uſually miſtaken for it: the former, however, is but 
the eſtect, potily, of a happy diſpoũtion of the ani- 
mal ſtrufture, or, as Dryden ſomewhere calls it, of a 
certain © miikineſs of Hood :” whereas the latter is 
ſeat d in the wind, and can never ſubſiſt where good 
ſente and enlarged ſentiments have no exiſtence. It is 
intirely founded indeed 1pdn juitneſs of thought: which 
rhaps is the reaſon this virtue is fo little the chara er- 
ick of mankind in general. A man, whoſe mind is 
warped by the {e'fiih paſſions, or contracted by the nar- 
row prejudices of ſect or parties, if he does not want 
honeity, mult ur doubtedly want underſtanding. The 
fame clouds that darker his intellectual views, obſtruct 
his moral ones; and his generoſity is extremely circum- 
ſcribed, becauſe his reaſoning is exceedingly limited. 

It is tae diſtinguiſhing pre eminence of the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem, that it cheriſſies this elevated principle in one 
of its nobleſt exertions. Forgiveneſs of injuries, I con- 
feſs indeed, has bcen inculcated by ſeveral of the hea- 
then moraliſts ; but it never entered into the eſtabliſhed 
ordinances of any religion, till it had the ſanction of the 
great author of ours. I have often however wondered 
that the antients, who raiſed ſo many virtues and af- 

C4 feQions 
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ſections of the mind Ro iti —— * 
wen a place in their temples to generoſi y; 1 
they included it under the notion er 
Honos. But ſurely ſhe might reaſonably have cl. ĩimed 
a ſeparate altar, and fuperior rites. we ay to 
honour may reſtrain a man from counter-actin ſo- 
cial ties, who yet has nothing of that active 12 of 
generoſity, which is too powerful to be confined with- 
in the hembler boundaries of mere negative duties. 
True generoſity rites above the ordinary rules of ſocial 
conduct, and flows with much too full a fftream to be 
comprehended within the preciſe marks of formal 
cepts. It is a vigorous principle in the foul, whi 


opens and expancs all her virtues far bey oni th oſe which 


are oi I) the forced and unnatural productions of a timid 
obedience. The man who is influenced fingly by mo- 
tives of the latter kind, aims no higher than at certain 
authoritative ſtand ards; without ever attempting to 
reach thoſe glorious elcvations, which conſtitute the 
only true heroiſm of the focial character. Religion 
without- this fovercign principle, degenerates into a 
flaviſh fear, and wiſdom into a ſpecious cunnin, ; learn- 
ing is but the zvarice of the mind, and wit its more 
pleaſing kind of madneſs. In a word, generoſity fanc- 
rifies every paſſion, and adds grace to every acquiſition 
of the ſoul; and if it docs not neceſſarily include, at 
leaſt it reflects a luſtre upon the whole circle of moral 
and intellectual qualities. 


But I am running into a general panegyrick upon 


generoſity, when I only meant to acknowledge the par- 


ticular inflance you have given me of yours, in bei 
deſirous of communicating to me a treaſure, which 
know much better h w to value than how to deſerve. 
Be aſſured, therefore, though Euphronius had none of 
thoſe polite accompliſhments you enumerate, 
what you have informed me concerning his 
ſhould efteem his fi iendſhip of more worth 
the ing of antient Greece, and all the 
modern Italy. I am, &c. 
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T Sarenuo®. 


March 10, 1731. 
HILE yet no am'rous youths around thee 


bow, 

verſe conveys the faithleſs vow 5 
10 8 will Sapho's ſoul attend, 

ere ſhe hears the lover, hear the friend ? 
Let maids leſs bled employ their meaner arts 
To reign proud o'er unnumber'd hearts ; 
May Sappho learn (for nobler triumphs born) 
Thoſe little of her ſex to ſcorn. 
To form thy boſom to each gen tous deed ; 
To plant thy mind with ev'ry uſeful feed ; 
Be theſe thy arts: 2 — 
Where nature's hand has ble6'd the ha ppy oil. 
So ſhalt thou know, with — to blend 
The lovely miſtreſs and intiruftive friend : 
So ſhalt thes know, when unrelenting time 
Shall ſpoil hole charms yer op'ning © theie prime, 
To eaſe the loſs of beauty*s tranſient flow*r, 
While reaſon keeps what rapture gave before. 
And oh ! whilſt wir, fair dawning, fpreads its ray, 
Serenely rifing to a glorious day, | 
To hail _ rowing loſtre oft be mine, 
Thou early Pu "rite + the ſacred Nine 

And ſhall the Muſe with blameleis boaſt 

In youth's gay bloom that Sappho call'd me friend: 
That urg'd by me the ſhun'd tie dang'rous way, 
Where heedleſ: maids in endlefs error ray; 
That ſcorning icon her ſex's idler art, 
Fair praiſe inipir'd and virtue warm'd her heart; 
That fond to reach the dittant paths of fame, 
I taught her infant genius where to aim? 


C5 
A young lady of thirteen year: of age. 
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Thus when the feather'd choir firſt tempt the ſky, 
And, all unfkilPd, their feeble pinions try, 

TY experienc'd fire preſcribes th* advent rous height, 
Guides the young wing, and pleas'd attends the flight. 


— 
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To PALAMEDES. 


| July 1, 1708. 

F malice had never broke looſe upon the world, till 

it ſeized your reputation, I might reaſonably con- 
dole with you on falling the brit prey to its unreſtrained 
rage. But this ſpectre has haunted merit almoſt from 
its earlielt exiſtence ; and when all mankind were as 
8 within a ſingle family, one of them, we 
, Foie up in malignity of ſoul againf his innocent 
brother. Virtue, it ſhould ſeem therefore, bas now 
been too long acquainted with this her conſtant perſe- 
Cutor, to be either terrified or dejected at an appearance 
fo common. 'The truth of it is, ſhe muſt either re- 
nounce her nobleſt theatre of action, and ſeclude herſelf 
in cells and deſarts, or be contented to enter upon the 
ſtage of the world with this fiend in her train. She 
cannot triumph, it ſh: will not be traduced ; and ſhe 
ſhould conſider the clamours of cenſure, when joined 
with her own conicious applauſe, as ſo many acclama- 
tions chat confirm her victory. 

Let theſe wiv harbour this worſt of human diſpoſi - 
tions, conũder the many wretched and conte mptible 
eircumſtances wh:ch attend it: but it is the buſineſs of 
him who uyjullly tuifers from it, o reflect how ut may 
be turned to his advantage. Remember then, my 
friend, that generoſity would loſe half her dignity, if 
malice did not contribute to her elevation; nd he that 
has never been injured, Las never had it in hi power 
to exerciſe the noble privilege of heroick virtue. 
There is another contolation which may 3 

om 
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of the molt generous of all human affections. Every 
man who has not taken the facred name of friendſhip 
in vain, will ſubſcribe to thoſe ſentiments which Ho- 
mer 


ſtrength and ſpirit : 


A gen'rous friendſoip no cd medi um knows, 
Burns with ane love, with one reſentment glows 3 
One ſhould our int reſts and our paſſions be: 

My friend muſt hate the man that injures me. 


IX. 60g. 


It may greatly alſo allay the paia which attends the - 


wounds of defamation, and which are always moſt fe- 


verely felt by thoſe who leaft deſerve them; to reflect, 


that though malice generally flings the firſt ſtone, it is 
folly and ignorance, it is indolence or irreſolution, 


which are principally concerned in ſwelling the heap. - 


When thc tide of cenſure runs _ againſt any par- 
ticular character, the generality of mankind are too 


puts into the mouth of Achilles, and which Mr. - 
Pope has opened and enlarged with ſuch inimitable 


careleſs or too impotent to withſtand the current; and 


thus, without any particular malice in their own na- 
tures, are often indoJent!y carried along with others, by 
tamely falling in with the general ttream. The num- 
ber of thoſe who really mean one harm, will wonder- 
fully leffen after the deductiens which may fairly be 
made of this fort ; and the cup of unjuſt reproach muſt 


_ ſurely loſe much of its bitterneſs, where one is perſuaded - 


that malevolence has the leaſt ſhare in mingling the 


drauglit, For nothing, perhaps, flings a generous 
C 


* 


mind 
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| 2222 in wrongs of this fort, than to con- 
fider them as evidences of a general malignity in hu- 
man 
may 


nature. But from whatever cauſes theſe florms 
arite, virtue would not be true to her own native 
wileges, if ſhe ſuffered herſelf to fink under them. It 
is from that ſtrength and firmneſs which upright inten- 
tions will ever ſecure to an honeſt mind, that, Palame- 
des, Im perſuaded, will ſtand ſuperior to thoſe unme- 
rited reproaches, which aſſault his character, and pre- 
ſerve an unbroken repoſe amidit the little noiſe and 
ſtrife of ignorant ard malicious tongues. Farewell. I 
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To CLEeona. 


Auguſt 11, 1709. 
HOUGH it is bot a few hours ſince I parted 
from my Cleora ; yet I have already, you fee, 
en up my pen to write to her. You mult not ex- 
however, in this, or in any of my future letters, 
that I ay fine things to you; fince I only intend to tell 
you true ones. My heart is too full to be regular, and 
too fincere to be ceremonious. I have changed the man- 
ner, rot the ſtyle of my forme: converſations: and I 
write to you, as I uſed to talk to you, without form or 
art. Tell me then, with the fame undiſſembled ſince- 
rity, what effect this abſence has upon your uſual chear- 
fulneſs * as I will honeſtly confeſs on my own part, 
that I am too intereſted to wiſh a circumſtance fo little 
conſiſtent with my own repoſe, ſhou!d be altogether re- 
concilable to your. I have attempted, kowever, to 
purſue ycur advice, ard diver- mytelf by the ſubject 
you recommended to my thoughts: but it is impotib'e, 
I perceive, to turn off tue mind at once from an object, 
which it has long delt upon wich pleaiure. My heart, 
like a poor bird which is hunted from her nel?, is ſtill 
IETUTU - 
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returning of its affect ions. and aſter 
— III 2 
and all its tenderneſs are — | 
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T PatanuEitDEs. 


it may be neceſſary, perhaps, to 
far it can be juſily mankind in 
Lam ſure, frees Cline, | fone 
laſt letter, I found their j 


fron 4 i 
— with any propriety ag Grp harder Ln 
nation. It is obſerving them ſeparately and dittintly, 
and them under their reſpective claſſes ; it is 
calmly and ſteddily viewing our opinions on every fide, 
and reſolutely tracing them through all their conſe- 
uences and connections, that conſtitutes the man of re- 
— and diſtinguiſhes reaſon from Provi- 
dence, indeed, does not ſeem to have formed any very 
—_ number of our ſpecies for an extenfive 
exerciſe of this higher faculty ; as the thought of the 
far greater part of mankind, are neceſſiriiy reſtrained 
within the ordinary purpoſes of animal life. But even 
if we look ap to "hot who move in fuch ſuperiour or- 
bits, and who have opportunties to improce, s well as 
leiſure to exerciſe their underitandings ; we ſhail find, 
that thinking is oue ot the lalt exeited privileges of cul- 
tivated b« manity. 
It is, indeed, an operation of the mind which meets 
with many obiiractions to che k its juit and free direc- 
tion; but there are two principles which prevail more 
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truth ; but becauſe the majority 

have no thought or opinion at all about tl. oſe doctrines 
ing which they raiſe the greateſt clamour. Like 

common foldiers in an army, they follow their 

leaders direct, without knowin iri 


This will account for the flow eps by which truth 
has advanced in tne world, on one fide, and for thoſe 
abſurd ſyſtems which, at different periods, have hid an 
univerſal currency on the other. For there is a ſtrange 
diſpoſuion in human nature, either blindly to tread tae 
fame paths that have been traverſed by others, or to 
ſtrike out into the moſt devious extravagancies : the 
greater part of the world will either totally renounce 
their reaſon, or reaſon only from the wild ſuggeſtions of 

From the ſame ſource may be derived thoſe diviſions 
and animofities which break the u. ion both of publick 
and private focieties, and turn the pcace nd harmony 
of human intercourſe into diftonz11ce and contention. 
For while men judge avd act by ſuch meaſures as have 
not been proved by the — ol d ſpaſſionate rea ſon, 
they mut equaily be mitaken in their eitunates both 
of their own conduct and that of others. 


Ir 
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If we turn our view from active to contemplative 
life, we may have occaſion, 5 to remark, that 
thinking is no leſs uncommon in the literary than the 
civil world. The number 2 outer king can with 
juſtneſs of expreſſion inking authors, 
an 
weald not form © very Gon library, though one were 
to take in all of that kind which both —_ and mo- 
dern times have Neceſſarily, I imagine, 
muſt one exclude ne Cri» 
ticks, commentators, modern Latin poets, tranſlators, - 
and, in ſhort, all that numerous under-tribe in the com- 
monwealth of literature that owe their exiſtence merely 
to the thoughts of others. I ſhould rej & for the ame 
reaſon ſuch compilers as Valerius Maximus and Aulus 
Gellius : though it muſt be owned, indeed, their works 
have acqui ed an accidental v:lue, as they preſerve to 
us ſeveral curious traces of ant quity, which time would 
otherwiſe have entirely worn out. hole teeming 
niuſes likewiſe who have ed the fruits oi cheie 
ſtudies thro a long ſeries of tracts, would hive little pre- 
tence, I believe, to be admitted a+ writers of reflection. 
For this reaſon I cannot regret the loſs of thoſe incre- 
dible numbers of compoſitions which ſome of the an- 
tients are faid to have produced: 


Duale fuit Caf aan ferventius amni 
Ingenium ; capi, quem fama oft e libriſque 
Ambuſlum propriis. —— Hos. 


Thus Epicurus, we are told, left behind him th:-e hun- 
dred volume: of his own works, wherein e had not in- 
ſerted a ſingle quutaticn ; and we have it upon the au- 
thority of Varro's own words , nat he himſelf com- 


poſed 


This paſſige is to be found in Aulus Gellius, who 
quotes it trom a treatiſe which Varro had written 
concerning the v under ful effes of the numbe Seven. 
But the ſubject of this piece cinnot be more ridicu- 
lous than the ſtyle in which it appears to have been 

come 


marks of its legitimacy than the ſuſpicious impr 
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LETTER LVI. 
T CilyrarDeEeR. 


Nov. 7, 1716. 

AN it then be true, Clytander, that after all the 
fine things which have been faid concerning the 

love of our „it owes its riſe to the principles 
mention, was originally propagated among 
. rvice of the 
community ? And is it thus, at laſt, that the moſt 
N. paſſions, inſtead of bearing 


the 


of nature, can produce no * 
of 


art ? The ion is worth, at leaſt, a few thoughts; 
and I will juſt run over the principal objections in your 


compoſed : for that moſt learned author of his times 
(as Cicero, it I miſtake not, ſomewhere calls him) 
informed lis readers in that perſo mance, ſ jam dus- 
decimiam annorum hebdomadam in; refſum gie, et ad 
aum diem ſeptuaginta hebdomadas librorum eonſcripfifſe . 
Aal. Gel. ini. 10. 
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as the vaineſt of ſhadows, and had 


an after-life in any other ſcene of exiſtence ; 


however their conduct m 


ight be juſtified as perſect - 


dregs 


any 
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Let thoſe honours, then, you mention, be 
infcribed.on the tombs of others; be it rather told 
mine, that I lived and died | 


Unplac'd, unjenfion'd, no man's beir or lav. 


And is not this a privilege as valuable as any of thoſe 
which you have painted to my view, in all the warmeſt 
colours of your enlivening eloquence ? . Bruyere, at 
leaſt, has juſt now :ffured me, that to pay one's 
* court to no man, nor expect any to pay court to you, 
is the moſt all fituations ; it is the true 


—— - * 
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; and thoſe by: 
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LETTER LX. 


7 Horxrsxsrvs. 


I give you my ſentiments, becauſe it is my 
you require: but I give them at the fame time rather 
as doubts than deciſions. 


After having thus acknowledged my inſufficiency for | 


the office you have a me, I will venture to can- 
feſs that the poet who has gained over your 
tion, has been fir leſs ſaccefsful with mine. have 
ever thought, with a very celebrated modern writer, that 


Le vers le mieux rempli, la plus noble pense, 
Ne peut plaire a Leſprit quand Pareille e blefſee. 


Thus, 
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LETTER IX. 
though I admit there is both wit in the . 
h 2 of e 
22 falls in with N 5 


words bordered with rhyme, is 
moſt inſufferab!e. 


it is an opi- 


fatiriſt : yet ſurely thoſe who entertain that notion, 
have not ly attended either to the precepts or 
the — of Horace. He has attributed, I confeſs, 
his fatirical! compoſitions to the inſpiration of a cert.in 
Muſe, whom he diſtinguiſhes by the title of the M. 
pedeffris ; and it is this exprethon which ſeems to have 
miſled the y of his imitators. But though he 
will not allow her to fly, he by no means intends ſhe 
ſhould creep: on the contraay, it my be ſaid of the 
Mule of Horace, as of the Eve of Milton, that 


an__c i: i. ll ber fs. 


That this was the idea which Horace himſelf hid of 
her, is evident, not only from the general 2 ir which 
prev» ils in his fatires and epiſtles, but from ſeveral ex- 
preſs declarations, which he lets fall in Lis ;rogreG 
h them. Even when he ſpeaks of her in his 
greateit fits of modeſty, and deſcribes her as exhibited 
in his own moral writings, he particularly inſiſts upon 
the eaſe and harmony of her motions, Though he 

humbly 
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Quid vetat et noſmet Lucili ſcripta legentes, 

—_— num illins, num rerum dura negarit 

Fer natura magis factos et euntes 
1 7 F 


Mollius 


this Ki - ani} fo for is he from thinking i 
that he acknowledged it as the 
Enouithes d c 
broken down, and the muſical 
ſtroyed, there would not, he tells 
pearance of poetry remaining : 


Non 


However, when he delivers himſelf in this humble 
ſtrain, he is not, you will obſerve, ſketching out a plan 
of this ſpecies of in general ; but 
ly of his own es in parti His 
riſe much higher, when he informs us what he 
of thoſe who would ſucceed in compoſitions of this mo- 


ral poetry. He then, not only requires num- 
bers, but an expreſſion conciſe and 5 ; wit 
exerted with good breeding, and managed with reſerve; 
as upon ſome occaſions the ſentiments may be enforced 
with all the ſtrength of eloquence and poetry : And 
though in ſome parts the piece may appear with a more 
ſerious and folemn caſt of colouring, 2 
6 W 


E & LETTER IX. 


/ whole, he tells us, it muſt be lively and n,. This I 


_ ke to be his meaning in the following paſſage : 


Such, then, was the notion which Horace had of this 
| And if there is any iety in theſe 
his rules, if they are founded on the of taſte and 
art; I fear the performance in ion, with number- 
b others of the fame ſtamp (which have not however 
| admirers) muſt inevitably ftand condemned. 
The truth of it is, moſt of the pieces 2 
this plan, rather give one an image 
—— — of them ſecm to 
miſtake the aukward negligence of the favourite of Sci- 


; 


t upon a Roman one? For myſelf, 


had the 
at leaſt, I am much inclined to believe the contrary : 
and it ſeems highly incredible, that he who had ven- 


tured to cenſure Lucilius for the uncouthneſs of his 
Id himſelf be netoriouſly guilty of the 
very fault, againſt which he fo ſtrongly exclaims. Moſt 
certain it is, that the delicacy of the antients with re- 
ſpect to numbers, was far ſuperior to any thing that 
to: and that diſcovered 
| which are to us abſolutely impercep:ible. 
To mention only one remarkahle inftance: A very 
= has obſcrved upon the following verſe in 
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has the mien of a man in a paſſion ; and 


His «yes hall <uery the folly of bis tongue : 
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Thus much, however, ſcems evident, that there are 
certain moral boundaries which nature has drawn be- 
tween the two ſexes, and that neither of them can paſs 
over the limits of the other, without equally deviating 
from the beauty and decorum of their ive cha- 
racters : Boadicia in armour; is, to me at as ex- 


their 
inted circle of action with greater and 
. — than men; the claim of preference cannot juſtly 
be decided in our favour. In the tal and cco- 
nomical parts of life, I think it undeniable that they 
_ riſe far above us. And if true fortit 13 
beſt difcovered by a chearful reſignat ion 
ſures of providence, we ſhall not 
to claim that moſt fingular of the human virtues as our 
jar privilege. There are numbers of the other | 

x, who, from the natural delicacy of their conſtitu- 
tion, paſs through one con:inved ſcene of ſuffering from 
their cradles to their graves, with a firmneſs of refolu- 
tion that would deſerve fo many ſtatues to be erefted 
to their memories, if heroiſm were not eſtimated more 
by the {plendour than the merit of actiors. ( 
But whatever real difference there may be between 
the-meral or intellectual powers of the male and female 
mind ; nature Coes not ſeem to have marked the di- 
finction ſo trongly as car 93 


| 59 
and aker all, foond to con- 
E — ad- 

we have 
5 2 ä 
— — 
tions of hands, almoſt as 
ſoon as we —_ 

are generally the reverſe that 

and enlarge their minds, ' 
tional notions. The truth is 
ſo much v:orſe than none, the 
mind to its natu than 
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Of lalſul appetence, to fing, to dance, 
; 2. bbs and troule the tongue, and roll the eye ? 


Mitt. 
This of cultivating the female mind, 
can hardly be allowed as good policy, when it is con- 


the re&itude of their underſtandings. That ſeafon & 
every man's life which is moſt ſuſceptible of the 1:067- 
eſt impreſſions, is neceſſarily under female direction; 
as there are few inft2nces, perhaps, in which that ſex 
is not one of the ſecret ſprings which regulates the mo! 
important movements of private or publ ck tranf ©ions, 
What Cato obſerved of his countrymer, is in de ie 
ſpect true of every nation under the fun: © te Pom ny, 
«* faid he, govern the world. but it is the women at 
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_ ly, conſiſts in debaſing a great idea, 
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a term of meaner import. Mr. Pope has himſelf now 
and then fallen into this kind of the rend, which he 
has with ſuch uncommon wit and ſpirit expoſed in the 
Writings 


4 


* 


* 


 veTTEr D. 6 
of others. Thus Agamemace, addrefing him- 


Whele troops before you lab ring in the fray ? B. IV. 


$0 likewiſe Pandarns, ſpeaking of Diomed, who in yer- 


forming the utmoſt efforts of heroiſm in the 
battle, ſays, | 


— guardian of the Ai 
lay, = or Aru =. V. 235. 


ae eyes + ye wa he — — 
in a florm ? confpunding | 

the higheſt n thoſe of he towel, Mr, Pop 
has turned one of the moſt pleaſing fimilies in the 

Iliad, into downright burleſque : 


Tf chance a fuelling brook bis paſſage ſtay, 
And foam impervious creſi the wand rer”s way, 
Confu'd he a length of country paſt, 
Eyes the rough waves, and tir d, returns af laſt. 
"- V. 734. 
This ſwelling brook, however, of Mr. Pope, is in Ho- 
mer a rapid river, ruſhing with violence into the ſea: 


It is one of the eſſential ifites of an epick poem, 
and indeed of every other — ſerious poetry, that 
the ſty le be raiſed above cammon z as nothing 


takes off fo much from the ſolemnity of dition, from 


which the poet ought never to depart, as idioms of a 


That done, ts Phanix 4jax gave the fign. IX 291. 
With that fern . bis lng flence broke. IX. 735. 


With that the wenerable warrior ro/e. X. 150. 
With that they fiep'd ad. . X. 415. 
Whereas Homer generally prefaces bis with a 


of that calls up the attention of the 
reader to w —— ms Milton has ve- 

happily copied by manner in thi ” „as well 
> others ; ' and be often falls into a 
— he has never once, I think, com- 
— — — —— 
ly-uſhers in his harangues ſomething characteriſti- 
cal of the ſpeaker, or that points out ſome remarkable 
r 


8 with bold words 
Breaking . the herrid filence, thus began. I. 92 


abe aue d ſoon his bold compeer. c. I. 125. 


L ET TE bv. 


— 


Is there not likewiſe ſome little tendency to a pun, 
thoſe upbraiding lines which Hector addreſſes to Paris? 


* 


— 


ginal could not poſſibly lead him into it, Homer, with 
a plainneſs ſui to the occaſion, only tells us, 
Hao ua PYwlecr wig loan, arTv Tt THX% 
Magragpuro; —— VL. p27. 


Teucer, in the eighth book, aims a dart at Hector. 


64 LETTER II.. 
Aae the ercher threw ; 


That other Guft erving fury flew. 
Prem Hefter Pharkbes the wound) 
——— 
wwoand is the 
A * dh e of Fope A Agr 


mer : fn indeed there @ nor the Jeu foundation for it 


i of an ; 

in . is, fa as if eve 
ä — 
encreaſe your number without adding to your 


But if it be a fault to croud epithets of the ſame im- 
[ed af he ane z it is much more ſo to employ 
as call off the attention from the principal idea to 
be raiſed, and turn it upon little or foreign circum- 
ſtances. When Eneas is wounded by Tydides, Homer 
deſcribes Venus as conducting him throug 
tumalt of the enemy, and conveying 
of battle. TON ne ns the 


Z CT TOE 


| Cafe thro the 
Of jar ding 2 He bears him thro” the 


= —— — II a — 
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N ä another who was attacked by - 
us, by r by & 


4 grove of lance: glitter'd at bis breaf. "IV. 623. 


and repreſenting a foreſt on fice, he ſays, 


| bs blazing heaps the greue's old boner: fall, | 
SR — | X. 201. 


Thence glancing downward lep d his holy hand, 
Aud Hain d with ſacred blood the bluſhing fand. | 


To take the force of this epithet, we that 
the redneſs which appeared upon the Is o- 
fon, was an effec of its bluſhi itſelf finined 

which there 
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ng /aid, th" illufirions 
Stretch'd his fond arms to claſp the 
The babe clung crying to bis nurie's breaff, 
- fade 577 —  -þ 
ith ſecret plea fond parent fmul 
ed to relieve his chill: 
ittering terrors from his head unbound, 
| Hind plac'd the beaming helmet on the ground. 
I was going to object to the glittering terrore, in the 
laſt line but one: bet # have ads beben notice of 
theſe little affected expreſſions, where the ſubſtantive is 
fer at variance with its attribute. 
It is the obſervation of Quinctilian, that no 
o_—— "l ich he 
treats great jects, or in licacy propriety 
he always diſcovers in the management of ſmall ones. 
There is a paſſage in the ninth Iliad, which will juſti 
the truth of the latter of theſe obſervations. 
Achilles receives Ajax and Ulyſſes in his tent, who 
were ſent to him in the name of Agamemnon, in order 
to prevail with him to return to the army; Homer 
gives a very minute account of the entertainment, which 
was prepared for them upon that occaſion. It is im- 
perhaps, in modern Meere 
me dignity in deſcriptions of this kind, which ſo con- 
fiderably raiſes the original: and indeed Mr. 
warns his readers not to expect much beauty in the pic- 
ture. However, a tranſlator ſhould be careful not to 
throw in any additional circumftances, which may lower 
and debaſe the piece ; which yet Mr. Pope has, in his 
verſion of the following line : — 


Mean while Patroclus ſweats the fire ts raiſe. 
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tients for the dignity the 
of virus bt + is equally ro, hat non hav 
of virtue: but it is have 

thority of religion to the ns of non and 
. 
nee verſes 


or 

which 
e pher's name) are well known 
upon this 
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Many indeed are the antient paſſages which might 
be produced in ſepport of this affertion, if it were 
neceſſary to produce any paſſages of this kind to you, 
whom I have often 22 for the ſame truth 
with all the awakening powers of learning and elo- 
quence. Suffer me, however, for the benefit of your 
acquaintance, to remind you of one or two, Which I 
do not remember ever to have ſeen 

Livy has recorded a ſpeech of Ap. Claudius Craſſus, 
which he made in tion to certain demands of the 
tribunes. That zealous ſenator warmly argues againſt 
admitting the plebeians into a ſhare of the conſular 
dignity ; from the power of taking the auſpices being 
origina liy and ſolely veſted in the ician order. 
2 fays Craſſus, I ſhall be told that the 

king of « chicken, Ec. are trifles unworthy of 
1 tri however, as theſe ceremonies 
4 now be deemed, it was by the firit obſervance of 
% them, that our anceſtors raiſed this commonwealth 
to the preſent point of grandeur.” Parve ſunt bac 
fed parwa iſta non contemnenda, majores naſiri maximam 
hanc rem fecerunt. Agreeably to this the 
Roman hiſtorian of the life of Ale r, deſcribes 
that monarch, after having killed his friend Clitus, as 
conſidering, in his cool moments, whether the gods 
„ „ 
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in for his i of their ſacred 
rites. nes roy ng woe 1 14 
rent of vice which broke in u age in which he 
wrote, to the genera oke mp op 2 of the 
doctrines EA their eſtabliſhed reli religion. Thoſe” 
tenets, he tells us, that influenced the glorious conduct 
of the Curii, the Scipio's, the Fabricii, and the Ca- 
milli, were, in his days, fo totally exploded, as ſcarce 
to be received even by children. if were well for ſome 
| ay of the chriſtian world, if the fame obſerva- 
ht not with juſtice be extended beyond the 
, antient Rome : And I often reflect upon the 
very judicious remark of a great writer of the laſt cen- 
tury, who takes notice, that the generality of 
_ + Chriſtendom is now well nigh arrived at that tatal 
condition, which immediately preceded the de- 
* ſtruction of the worthip of the articut world; when” 
the face of religion in their publick aſſemblies, Was 

ETD rom that apyrehcuſion which men 
prix ate.“ 

Nothing, moſt moſt betas, could lefs plead the ſanc- 
tion of reaſon, than the genera! rices of pagan worſhip. 
Weak and abſurd, however, as they were in them-- 
ſelves, and indeed in the eſli mation too of all the wiſer 
ſort ; yet the more thinking and judicious part, buth 
of their ſtateſmen and philoiophers, unanimouſly con- 
curred in ſapporting them as facred and inviolable : 
well perſuades, m no doubt, that religion ĩs the ftrongelt 


cement in the great ſtructure of moral government. - 
Farewell. I am, &c. | 
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Have read the performance you communicated to 
ms, wich all the gr you required and I can 
+ wich 


* Sat. II. 149. 
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an antient 
who defended 
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energy in 
— wo LD 
to 
ſo animated 
A nne = gene- 
rous indignation are con- 
ducted by its the applauſe of 
every fri | may conidered as a ſort 


2, 
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as inſtitu- 
tions terror 
even where the divine prohi held 
. The ſtrongeſt defence, perhaps, againſt 

vice, among the more cultivated part 

of our ſpecies, is well directed ridicule: They who 
fear nothing elſe, dread to be marked out to the con- 
indignati There is no 

of diſhoneſty, wi 


tenſions of counterfeit virtue, a 
all r of miſchicf, and to perform a publick ſervice 
of 1 in which any man can 
employ bis time his talents. The voice, indeed, 
is not only beneſicial to the world, as giving an alarm 
againſt the deſigns of an enemy ſo dangerous to all ſo- 
cial intercourſe ; but as proving likewiſe the moſt eſſi- 
cacious preventive to others, of aſſuming the fame 
character of diſtinguiſhed i Few are ſo totally 
vitiated, as to have abandoned I ; 
and when every other principle of integrity is ſurren- 
dered, we generally find the conflict is ſtill maintained 
in this laſt poſt of ing virtue, In this view there- 
fore, it ſhould ſeem, the ion of a ſatiriſt may be 
juſtified, notwithſtanding re 
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has mark d out by the melancholy flow of the line, as 
well as by the ing expreſſion of, 


ws. and warriers / : be crown” 
And 0 nr Fog Corb yd hte 

May Foue reflore you when your feilt are er, 

Safe to the pleaſures of your native ſhore : | 
But ob ! relieve a wretched parent's pain, 


uns & ay. to & avri; ww 
HF amnr ajpa Two: yon 
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And uſher'd in the maid, 
Sore figh'd ſhe, as the took her hand, 


| Patroclus now 1h unwilling beauty brought : 

She, in ſoft ſorrows, — 8 

Paſi'd filent, as the beralds held her 

Hd oft hook d back frw-moving o'er the ſirand. Pope. 
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Os the cold beach be fate, and fix'd his eyes 
5 billews riſe. 
And as the ſea wide rolling he ſurvey'd, 
— to his fond mother pray d. 


Fricke. 
thought in theſe lines with 
and exquiſite propriety of - 


imagination; Ire. which he 
has thrown ih, dh As. atom. 3 
on his author : 


ettring to 4 
* of the deep be hung, 
That kindred deep from which bis mother ſprung : 
Then bath'd in tears of anger and diſdain, 
Thus hud lamented to the flormy main. Porz. 


by ein ſtrall 1 — Accordingly, a — is — 


out under the command of Ulyſſes, who is employed to 
conduct the damſel to her father. That hero and his 
arrived at Chryſa, the place to which 
delivered up their charge ; and hav- 


Kas ror wr arayols r far wg AKE 
Toww & Ene Vg 1s exargye; A. 

Os & iror oncarr ava F ia Muna weracwas 
E. argue; Tgnow Hage 5510, afp. bs xvpua 


rA. — rye 


Mt ev ning thro" the Pore diſpers d they feed, 
Hab d by the diſtant roarings of the deep. 
When now, ng from the ſhades of night 
Aurora glaw'd in all her rafy light, 
The dang ter of the darn : th arwaken'd crew 
Back to the Greeks encamp'd their courſe renew. 
The breeze: freſhen : for with friendly => 

fell their wide-diſtended jails : 
Cleft by the rapid prow the waves divide, | 
And in hoarſe murmurs break on cither fide. Ticks, 
"Tavas night : the chi 


befide their weſſel lie, 
Till roſy morn had —_ o'er the ty: | 
Then h, and hoiſe the maſt ; indulgent gales, 
Supply'd by Pharbus, fill the fevelling ſails ; 
The milk-white canvas bellying as blow, 
The parted ocean foams and roars below : 
Above the bounding billews feift they flew, &c. Porz. 
There is ſomething 
cious pauſe, which Mr. 
of _— = — much of ſolemni- 
4 gives a greater air 
ty to the ſcene, than if the circumſtance of the time had 
been leſs in Mr.. 
Tickets i | 
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And he tender! — 5 
Z flood of tears : 


Hros e gaey % 65 alda ern: 
| ex „ h ragral get, 
| Er ape es d ige, rag 7 br wn 7 a VI. 404. 
Dryden has traſlated this paſſage with a cold 
RE GR heme bane of deans 


Hader bebeld him <vith a flent ſini 

Hes render wife fad weeping by the while, 

gp fer wt ord oy am. | 
Ad, and thus prophetically ſpoke. Darn. 
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Alea Teva; xas Tewada; e , | 


To whom the noble Hector thus rephy'd : 
That and the reft are in my daily care ; 


 * But fenld I fun the dangers of the war, 
, With the Trojans could reward my pains, 


And thei: proud ladies with their frams : 
The Grecian feords and lances 722 
But hf: of honour is my only care. Durves. | 


| ing can be more flat and unanimated than thoſe 
— 


liſh verſion, ſeems to have been a privi- 
for Pope : 


. 
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The chief 'd: That poſt ſhall be my care ; | 
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Attarnt the 0 former 
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98 LETTER IXX. 
Thoſe loud laments her echoing maids reſtore, 


Thus having ſaid, the 


Dzroex. 


There, while ber tears deplor'd the godlike man, 
Dre all the train the foft infetion ran ; 
The pious maids their mingled ſorrow ſhed, 


And mourn the den Hecker as the dead. Porr. 
AsI to follow Mr. Pope thoſe ſeve- 
ral parts of the Iliad, where any of our diſtinguiſhed 


poets have before him ; I muſt lead you on till we 
come to 1 — of tarpedon to Glaucus, in the 
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This e the fa- 
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Above the reit auby is our pomp and pow'r ? * 
Our flocks, our herds, 4 
Why all the tributes land and ſea affords, 
Heap'd in great chargers, bad 1 ſumptuous beards? 
Our chearful gueſts caronſe the tears 
Of the rich grape, whilſt þ charms their ears. 
py 4+ 4 » athghns ce Hare 

As gods behold us, and as gods adore ? 
But that, as wvell in danger as degree, 
We: fand the firſt : that, when our Lycians ſee 
Our brave examples, they admiring ſay, 
je wiey — 2 — 

ſerve their greatneſi, and N ; 
— gary nd rt ——ů— 
Could the declining of this fate, ab! friend, 
Our date to immortality extend, 
Or if death fought not them, wwho ſeek not death, 
Would I advance? or ſhould my vainer breath 
With @ glorious folly thee inſpire ? 
But wwith fortune nature does conſpire ; 
Since age, diſeaſe, or ſame leſi noble end, 
Tho” not leſs certain, does our days attend; 
Since "tis decreed, and to this period lead 
A thouſand ways, the nobl:/t path we'll tread ; 
And bravely on, till they ar cue, or all | 
A common ſacrifice to honour fall. Dexnau. 


Mr. Pope paſſeth ſo high an encomium on theſe lines, 
to aſſure us, that if his tranſlation of the fame paſ- 
corn, they ke it is in ſome degree due to them. 
ve great merit, conſidering the ftate 
iſh verſiſication — — 
de þ dp way Mr. Pope's compli- 
than they will bear to ſtand in compe- 
is numbers. And I dare ſay you will join 
inion, when you confider the 
of this animated ſpeech : 
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. Why boaſt wwe, Glu, our extended reign, | 

Where Xanthus' fireams enrich the Lycian plain? + 

Our num'rous herds that range the fruitful field, 

And bill. where vines their purpled harveſt yield ? 

Our foaming bowl: with near crown'd, 

Our feaſts enhanc'd with mic fprighthy ſound ? 
a i A 


' Could all aur care elude the gloomy grave, 
Which claims no leſs the fearful than the brave, 
Ber luft of fame 1 ſhould not wainly dare 

tn fighting fields, nor urge thy ſoul to war. 
But fince, alas ! ignoble age muſt come, | 
Di/caſe and deaths inexorable doom ; 

The Me, which others pay, let us befowv, | 
And give to fame what we to nature owe ; 

Brave tho” wwe fall, and honour'd, if we live, { 
Or let us glory gain, or glory give! 


If any thiog can be juſtly objected to this tranſlation, 
ia, 
and 
ken. In genera 
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For bis ſake only bither I am come ; 
Rich gifts I bring, and wealth, an endleſs ſum ; 
4 Fr $orgoadeg 
A worthleſs ranſom for ſo brave a ſon. 
Fear 222 Achilles, and os me 
1 5 he is ; alone in this, 
4 can no equal have in miferies ; 
= "55 
4 as never 3 
Reduc'd to kneel and pray to you, from whom 
The fring and foes of all my frveus come ; 
With gifts to court mine and my country's bane, 
And ifs theſe bands wwhich have my —ͤ—„— 


Conczsvs. 
Nothing could compenlate the trouble of 
ſure 


theſe heavy and taſteleſs rhimes, but the plea- 
relieved at the end of them with a more 
— of poetry 
For him thro hoſtile I bent my 
Wo de ou, bang 
Large gifts propertion'd to thy wrath I bear ; 
O hear the wretched, and the gods revere ! 
Think of thy father, and this face behold ! 
See him in me, as helpleſs and as old ! 
= eng there he yields to me, 
3 — — 


The ſcourge and ruin of my realm and race : 
Suppliant my childrens murd rer to 


hands their 
6 


Achilles 


| 


Tn jan 
Alternately they 4 ng — 8 

Th” obedient tears, melodious in their woe ; 

While deeper ſorrows groan from cach full heart, 

And nature ſpeaks at c ry pauſe of art. Pope. 
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LV CON and EUPHORMIUS. 


| I. 

E E M not, ye crew, that ſuffer wrong, - 

Ne thou, O man who deal ſt the tort, mien 
who heav'n's ſky-manſions 


pay 
Which for calample drad my muſe ſhall here unfold. 
II. 
e 
There wonn . 
LEI 
ce ne 
8 ER ESPE 
Which heav'n's kigh tow'rs with — empri⁊e 
aſſay d; 
And ſome his cruel — 
From fell Eryanis in d in Plato'? dire embrace... 
'Fg III. Bus: 


| 0 LETTER LXXH: 


Devin, Son, 8 
KR REY nine ; 
"he peer pagan of wee, 


paragon of wit divine, 
King tat 7 foe ould rs tine 
g — — lat, | 
0 — | 
3 — — 
d each 
—— —— fereke 1 
"dams in her no malice mocen ip 
Clear — 1 nn - ky. 
In 2 — with — aq high, 


Decciv' her mock in the covert gade 
And fromthe fal's embrace yiprong heav'nly maid. 


"Till love unwares his heedlefs heart did gain. 
Nor dempt he, fimple wight, no mortal may 
The blinded God once barbour'd, —— 


ith-hald, 
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Full many a mean deviſe did Lycon wake, 


v4 4615s 


* * 


* 


To Hymen's facred fane : The honeſt deed 
Each god approv'd, and cloſe the bands were ty'd. 
Certes, till happier moments ſhould 


Aye at his feet ſhe pleads the | 
plaints ſhe turns his equal ear, 
And wafts to hcav'n's ftar-throne fair vertue's filent tear. 
XIV. | 
Twas e nE that bade Euphormius each thought, 
That well mote riſe to check * — aid. 
Thoꝰ high the torts which Lycon him had wrought, 
Tho” few the flocks his humble paſtures fed; 
When as he learn'd Paſtora's haplicfs ſted, 
HY. humane with wonted pity flows. 
He op es, the naked exile ſed 


- Beneath his decent drapet throws 
Oer her cold limbs, her undeſerved woes. 


LETTER IXXI. wg 


Proud Lycon fought by charm 
To lull the dire remorſe of tortious 
Him Jove acoſts, in rev'rend ſemblaunce dight 


Forth ſtood nd confeſt that 
In ſudden ſheen of drad divinity : 
2 + 26-7 wh wo 71 — ſaid, 
« Not ry" heav'n's all- perſent 
Thy cruel : nor ſhall be De: | 
Gol bein W _—_— thy thews, array'd.” 
Whiles yet he ſpake, th' affrayed trembling wight 
Tranimew's to blatant beait, with hideous howl 
Ruſh'd head long forth, in well - deſerved plight, 
Mid'ſt dragons, minotanrs, and fiends to 
A wolf in form as erſt a wolf in foul ! 
To Pholoe, forcſt wild, he hy'd away, 
The horrid haunt of favage monſters fol. 
. There helpleſs innocence is ſtill his , 
Thief of the blcating fold, and her s dire diſmay. 
XIX. Tho 
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to the month of May as to a perſon, ſays, 
Far thee the Graces lead the dancing hours ; 
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with the utmoſt propriety 


Adieu, I am, &c. - 
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oppoũte fide, 
the antients with much ſeverity and con- 
declared in favour of modern 
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not appear to derive any of its luſtre from the acquired 
arts. 


We found when we entered his apartment, 
with the in his hand which he had recited the 
day before. Are you then (ſaid Secundus, addreſſing 
himſelf to him) ſo little diſcouraged with the malicious 
inſinuat ions of theſe ill-natured cenſurers, as ſtill to che- 
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I ſhould be concerned, anſwered Maternus, at the 
ſeverity of your rebuke, if the of our debates 


2 max 


1 


3 


123 


1 


5 


1 

112 
5 11 
HH It By HH 


t 
42 32 
2 255 


FO 


A DIALOGUE. 


PALS 


4 


It 


— — 


: 


1 14 


124 OF ORATORY: 


occurrence, be curſelves attacked, the ſword ard buck- 
ler is not a more powerſul defence in the day of battle, 
than oratory in the dangerous ſeaſon of publick arrai 
ment. What kad Marcellus lately to oppoſe . 
united reſentinent of IIS — 5 his elo- 
? Yer, ſup y that ida 
be flood frm and . amidſt the aſſaults of th 
artful Helvidius ; who, notwithſtanding he was a man 
of ſenſe and elocution, was totally i in the ma- 
of this fort of contetts, But I need not infit 


ingenious mind, formed with a re- 
liſh of rational enj ts, than to ſee one's levee croud- 
A molt illuſtrious perſonages ? 
not as followers of your intereſt, or your power; not 


fingly in 


It is not 


ves 
A cr 
beholding perſons ignity, venerable 

5 , or powerful by their credit, in the full enjoy - 
of external advan 


poſſe ſſions? Re- 

honourable croud of clients con- 

' i attending him in 

— that 225 him 

in 1 e 

in the of judicature, when 
he ri before a full audience, 
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raiſe! Vet theſe are but the ordinary joys of eloquence, and 
viſible to every common obſerver. — — Tow. ao. 
and thoſe far ſuperior, of a more concealed and delicate 
_ — —— 


occaſions, 

— the — of his ſucceſs ; as in- 
deed the molt exqui/itc ſatis faction of this kind is, when 
boldly hazards the unpremeditated ſpeech. For it is 
of as in the fruits of the earth; 

which ariſe — oe 
If I may venture to mention myſelf, I muit 
ledge, that neither the fatisfaftion I received 
I was firſt inveſted with the laticlave, nor even 
entered upon the ſeveral . 
pleaſure was heightened to me, not only as 
were new to 1 66, © es 
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thoſe 


wine 


Ir} 
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4 


by no means favourable to my preten- 
warm tranſports, I fay, which I felt at 
"tan, were tor infieter coins which — 
y breaſt, when I have ſacceisfully exerted my 
humble talents in defence 0 and clients 
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r 
its votaries with a reputation in any degree comparable 
to chat of eloquence. It is not only thaſe of a more ex- 


fame; re 
ry youth, of any hopes or merit. Whoſe example, ſot 

inſtance, do more frequently recommend to their 
fons? Or who are more the gaze and admiration of the 
people in general? Whilſt every ſtranger that arrives, is 
curious of ſeeing the man, of whoſe charafter he has 
„„ a 1 
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that Marcellus, whom I juſt row mentioned, and vi. 
bias (for | chooſe to produce my iu. Ances from modern 
times, rather than from thoſe more note) are as well 
known in the moſt diſtant corners of the empire, as they 
are at Capua or Vercellz, the places, it is faid, of their 
refpetive nativity : an honour, for which they are by 
no means indebted to their immenſe riches. On the 

„ their wealth may juſtly, it ſhould ſeem, be 
— — A ＋ — 

ons ius, w means 

ful talent, have raiſed themſelve: to 
tation. But the inftances 1 juſt now mentioned; 
not drawn from diftant times : they fall within t 
ſervation of our own eyes. Now the more 
original extraction of thoſe illuſtrious perſons 
more humble the patrimony to which they were 
ſo much ſtronger proof they afford of the great 
tage of the oratorical arts. Accordingly, without 
recommendation of family or fortune; without 
thing very extraordinary in their virtues, (and 
them rather contemptible in his addrefs) they have 
many years maintained the higheſt credit and i 
among their fellow citizens. Thus, from being chi 
in the forum, where they preſerved their diſtinguiſhed 
eminence as long as they thought proper ; they have 
paſſed on to the enjoyment of the fame high rank in 
Veſpaſian's favour, whoſe eſteem for them to be 
mixed even with a degree of reverence : as indeed they 
both and conduct the whole weight of his admi- 
niftration. That excellent and Prince (whoſe 
fingular character it is, that he can endure to hear truth) 
errang 
ed as they are the obj is muni ; 
rel he e erty rails, and with 
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TIT 
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facility confer on others. Whereas Criſpus and Mar- 


rages 

and of dignity could claim but the 
— —— —  — — Not 
are unpoſſeſſed of honours of this kind, any more 


ng to add, may not be very agreeable to my 

i — wy OY to aſk him, 
what avails the eloquence of his Jaſon or Agamemaon ?” 
What mortal does it either defend or oblige ? Who is it 
that courts the patronage, or joins the train, of Baſſus. 
that ingenious {or if you think the term more honour- 
able) that illuſtrious poet? Eminent as he may be, if 


friend *®. But by 
poet, and in order to ſollicit you to beftow verſes” 
upon him: For verſes he can compoſe aimfelf, fair, it 
ſeems, and goodly.—Yet after all, when he has, at the 
coſt of much time, and many a laboured lucubration, 
ſpun out a ſingle canto, he is obliged to traverſe the 
whole town in order to collect an audience. Nor can 
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of generoſity in Veſpaſian, that he preſented 
fy thoukand Sefterces *. Honourable, I — 
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liberality ? Let it be remem- 
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is, you muſt renounce the converſation of your 
iends, and every civil duty of lie, to be concealed in 


do not by any means enjoy an equal 
— ſoas of Oratory. nd any}, 
poets fall within the notice of but a very ſmall he 
tion of mankind ; whilſt indifferent ones are uni 
diſregarded. Tell me, Maternus, did ever the 
— cert eidtommiadiing 
reach the cognizance even of half theFown ; much lefs 
extend i to diſtant provinces ? Did ever any 
fareigner, upon his arrival here, 
Or if he did, it was merely as he would 
or a ſtatue : juſt to look upon him and paſs on. I would 


in no fort be underſtood —— 3s uit of 
poetry in thoſe who have no talents 4 


pily they can, by that means, amuſe their leiſure and 
eltabliſt} a juſt character. I look upon every fp: cies of 
as venerable and facred ; and prefer in 
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the poets ; though I muſt own at the fame tim”, 
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of diſtreſſed criminals. On the contrary, a mind ena- 
moured of the Muſes, retires into ſcenes of innocence 
_ haunts of filence and 
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faluied him with the fame that they would have 
paid to Auguſtos himſelt. to mention our on 
times: I would aft Whether Secundus Pomponius is any 
thing inferior either in dignity of life, or folidity of re- 
28822 Afer Domitius ? As to Criſpus or Marcel. 

„to whem Aper refers me for an a ing example, 
what is there in their preſent exalted fortunes really de- 
fireable F Is it that they paſi their whole lives either in 
being alarmed tor themſelves, or in ſtriking terror into 
others? Is it that they are daily under a neceſſity of 
courting the very men they hate ? that holding their 
dignities by unqanly adulation, their maſters never 
think them ſufficiently ſlaves, nor the e ſufficient- 
ly free ? And after all, what is this their ſo much en- 
vied power ? Nothing more, in truth, than what many 
a paltry freedman has frequently enjoyed. But 
the lovely Muſes lead (as Virgil fings) to fi- 

and heavenly-haunted ftreams, remote 
ſineſs and from care; and fill fuperior to the 
painful neceſſity of acting in wretched oppoſition to 
< my better heart Nor let me more, with anxious 
* ſteps and dangerous, purſue pale Fame amidft the noiſy 
« Forum ! May never clamorous ſuitors, nor panti 
* freedman with officious haſte, awake my 
* flumbers! Uncertain of futurity, and lly uncon- 
« cerned, ne er may I bribe the favour of the great, by 
rich bequeſts to :varice inſatiate ; nor, accumulation 
* vain ! ama more wealth than I may transfer as in- 
*« clination prompts, whenever ſhall arrive my life's laſt 
fatal period: And then, not in horrid guiſe of mourn- 
ful pomp, but crowned with chaplets gay, may I be 
' © entombed ; nor let a friend, with unavailing zeal, 
* tollicir the uſeleſs tribute of poſthumous memo- 

rials. 

Maternus had ſcarce finiſhed theſe words, which he 
uttered with great emotion, and with an air of inſpira- 
tion, when Meſſalla entered the room; who, obſerving 
much at:ention in our countenances, ard imagining the 
converſation turned upon ſomething of more than ordi- 
nary import ; Perhaps, faid he, you are engaged in a 


conſultation, and I doubt I am guilty of an unſeaſonable 
| | * | inter- 
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to oppoſe us, and will not look with in- 
upon this our aſſociation in ſupport of the an- 
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inſtance, is much more copious and florid than old Cato, 
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